
 

 

 

 

Crescentia Brown          August 18, 2021 

ESA | Environmental Planning  

180 Grand Avenue – Suite 1050 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Via email  

 

Crescentia,  

 

By statute,  the environmental remediation of a site under state agency oversight may be conducted 

under a Remedial Action Workplan (RAW)  when the estimated response costs are less than $2 

million. [Cal. Health & Safety Code, Section 25356.1(h)(1)]. By contrast, for sites or projects with 

an estimated remedial cost that exceeds $2 million, a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) is required.  

 

The environmental consultants and a remediation contractor working with the A’s analyzed the 

estimated costs for the anticipated remediation effort for Howard Terminal. This cost analysis 

indicated that estimated total remediation costs remain  close to but less than $2 million.  However, 

the analysis also noted that certain contingent aspects of the Project such as phasing of site 

development, the provision of utility corridors, and the correlate remediation operations (including 

excavation, loading, transportation and stockpiling of material) may unexpectedly drive the 

projected costs higher than the $2 million threshold.   

 

A RAP has additional required elements that are not typically included in a RAW, including a more 

detailed evaluation and comparison of remedial alternatives.   In addition, public meetings are 

required in a RAP process during review/approval by DTSC.  However, a complex project such as 

Howard Terminal would also likely require public meetings even in the case where a RAW was 

used.  Since the public hearing process would likely be required for both a RAW or RAP process, 

the total processing time would likely be similar for a RAW or RAP in the specific case of Howard 

Terminal.   

 

The distinction between a RAW and a RAP does not affect the substantive risk assessment or 

clean-up standards that DTSC will use in considering whether or not to approve the plan. In either 

event, DTSC will evaluate the plan based on protection of human health and the environment. One 

approach does not use more relaxed standards than the other. 

 

Following these analyses, the decision was made to switch from a RAW submittal to a RAP 

submittal for Howard Terminal project. We believe that the RAP process may provide for a more 

conservative approach to the DTSC approval process, without significantly affecting the final 

processing and approval schedule. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sam Worden   

 

Oakland Athletics 

Oakland Coliseum | 7000 Coliseum way, Oakland, CA 94621


